Professional Engineers Board
Commonwealth of The Bahamas

Integrated Regulatory Controls for the Sustainable Design and Protection of our Environment
The North Carolina Board of Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors and the Professional Engineers Board of the Commonwealth
of The Bahamas (PEB) are pleased to announce that the parties will execute an historic Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
th
Friday, 11 May 2012, at Nassau, New Providence, Bahamas. Travelling to Nassau to sign the MOU will be the North Carolina
Board Chairman, David Pond, PE, the Executive Director of the North Carolina Board, Andrew Ritter and the Executive Director of
the National Council of Examiners for Engineers and Surveyors (NCEES), Jerry Carter.
The North Carolina Board Chair David Pond, PE states: “The North Carolina Board is both privileged and proud to enter into this
historic relationship with the Bahamas Board. Engineering has become a global profession and this MOU is an indicator of
that. The State of North Carolina looks forward to this newly formed partnership and is excited about working with the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas for many years to come.”
PEB Chairman Michael Moss notes: “NCEES was contacted by Michelle Gomez, a member of the Bahamas Board, to determine
if the two organizations could enter into an agreement that would facilitate the licensure process for Bahamian candidates”.
NCEES is a confederation of all U.S. state and territorial licensure boards authorized to regulate the engineering and surveying
profession. A primary mission of NCEES is the development, scoring and maintenance of the licensure exams that are used to
determine minimum competence for these professions. The NCEES PE exam is considered the international engineering
benchmark for licensure. NCEES gives over 100,000 exams each year in all 50 states and 4 territories and in six foreign countries.
NCEES offers 22 different exams; have over 1,000 licensed professionals who volunteer their time to develop the exams and have
a staff of 70 to oversee the process.
In order to ensure the security and integrity of the examinations, NCEES has instituted a policy that requires a minimum
population of candidates per exam administration at each site. The total number of potential candidates as projected by the
Bahamas Board did not reach this minimum threshold. Although existing policy prevented NCEES from entering into an
agreement with the Bahamas Board, it was suggested that the Bahamas Board contact directly one of the NCEES member boards
to determine the possibility of developing an agreement between the two Boards. NCEES provided the contact information for
several NCEES member boards whose licensure requirements and application processes might best suit the situation.
The Bahamas Board subsequently contacted the North Carolina Board and inquired about the possibility of entering into a
relationship that would allow Bahamian candidates to take the NCEES PE exam. The NC Board administers the PE exam to
approximately 700 candidates’ annually in all twenty-two disciplines and currently has over 23,000 licensed professional
th
engineers making it the 9 largest licensed engineering population in the United States. The North Carolina Board is comprised of
four professional engineers, three professional surveyors and two public members all appointed by the Governor of North
Carolina and the Board has a full time staff of eighteen.
Chairman Moss further stated: “The North Carolina Board recently amended their Statute to allow applicants with foreign
experience to be considered for licensure. This allowed the North Carolina Board to consider the request from the Bahamas
Board. As a consequence, Bahamian Engineers, through application to the Bahamas Board, will be allowed to sit the NCEES
licensure examination administered by the North Carolina Board. This is the first time the North Carolina Board has entered
into this type of relationship and as such truly makes it an historical accomplishment."
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